
 
Odds & Ends from Kent-It’s been a crazy month, spring, summer… 

Since our last newsletter, I was getting ready to put my thoughts down and thinking back over 
the past month… “Whew, what a ride it has been.” In June I reflected back to the wind/rainstorm 
we had early in the morning of Friday June 20th. We got through that and expected wheat harvest 
to begin after the 4th, but Mother Nature put that on hold for a few more days. On July 9th, the 
rain gauge got filled up in a hurry. If you did not know, we had water in the co-op office and 
west elevator here in Edison. Our employees tackled the clean up right away starting in the 
middle of the night. Then we began the drying out process and repairs will follow.  

Are you weary of the weather? I think we all are. Across the Ag Valley trade territory many of 
you have been impacted this spring/summer. I visited with a local farmer who has had 22 inches 
of moisture since January 1st. He reminded me that is more than the yearly average in just six 
months!  So, I don’t need to discourage us by bringing all this back, but I want to share what I 
have been thinking. To begin with, I am grateful because the storm damage at the Ag Valley 
facilities could have been a lot worse.  The damages and repairs at the co-op will get taken care 
of. We have seen the weather damage to many of you across the co-op; not many producers have 
escaped some of the effects.  As I share from my heart, here is a thought that encourages me: 
“Let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up” 
Galatians 6:9. American farmers are a resilient group and Ag Valley will join with you in 
moving forward. To put things in perspective, someone chuckled to me just the other day that, 
“We are one day closer to a drought.” 

Human Trafficking - A problem with a solution that we want to be a part of: As we learn from 
the news, we have become more aware of human trafficking here in rural Nebraska. Quite 
frankly, it’s a problem that I would have associated with more urban areas or even other third 
world nations. Wrong! Right in our backyard, peoples’ lives are being exploited and the 
Interstate-80 corridor is one of the major areas where this occurs. Thanks to Terry Klein on the 
safety team for helping Ag Valley learn about this. Starting last year at safety training, Terry 
provided info to our drivers about “Truckers Against Trafficking.” This national organization is 
changing lives by mobilizing the transportation industry to recognize these situations and report 
them. This training is being mandated by more states (such as Kansas) as a part of the CDL 
licensing process. We invite you to learn more by visiting the TAT website at 
www.truckersagainsttrafficking.org. or calling 1-888-3737-888.  



Final Thoughts – As we send this out, the hot weather of summer has come upon us.  That means 
it is time for snow cones, livestock shows and Ferris Wheels. Enjoy your community 
celebrations and county fairs. 

-Have a good day! -Stay safe! – God Bless, Kent 

Propane Contract Survey Winner 
 
When the propane contracts were sent out this year, the energy department added a survey for 
people to fill out about their propane usage. Those that completed the survey were entered into a 
drawing for 200 gallons of propane. We are excited to announce the winner of this drawing, 
Gerald Speer of Almena, Kansas! Congratulations Gerald and thank you to everyone who 
completed the survey. 

Meet our Summer Agronomy Interns 

Left to right: Blaine Russell, Garrett Brunk, Tyler Witte, Garrett Huxoll 

Blaine Russell is one of our interns at the Norton 
location and is in his second year at Northwest 
Kansas Technical College in Goodland, KS. So far 
this summer Blaine has spent time looking at fields, 
picking up tanks and delivering seed. He would like 
to spend some time with the sprayer operators and see 
what they do. Blaine has learned how important the 
details are when spraying so that it doesn’t affect a 
field negatively. 

Garrett Brunk is another intern at our Norton location and is a senior at Fort Hays State 
University in Hays, Kansas. So far this summer Garrett has delivered seed, met with his growers 
and has done some crop scouting. He is looking forward to seeing the crops continue to develop 
as the summer goes on and to see what an agronomist does later in the season.  

Tyler Witte is our intern out of the Edison location and is a junior from Southeast Community 
College in Lincoln, NE. This summer he has been scouting fields, interacting with the growers 
and has enjoyed learning about the different aspects of the blend plant. As the summer goes on, 
Tyler would like to see more of the crops as they develop and how our test plots are doing.  

Garrett Huxoll is our intern at the Cambridge location and is a junior at the University of 
Nebraska – Lincoln. Garrett has spent time delivering seed and fertilizer long with scouting 
fields and identifying weeds this summer. Garrett is interested in seeing how the crops react to 
late planning dates and how different hybrids are doing. He has enjoyed learning how the blend 
plant works and how to figure out the application rates for the different chemicals.  

 



Board Member Spotlight: Dale Cramer 

By farming the place where he grew up, Dale 
Cramer, has been rooted in the agricultural 
industry his entire life. Dale and his wife Jan live 
outside Cambridge, NE, where they have a mostly 
non-irrigated grain operation with corn, wheat and 
some soybeans. Their two sons live in the area and 
assist Dale on the farm.  

As a farmer, Dale frequently interacts with the 
local co-op and Ag Valley Cooperative has played 
an important role in his operation. “Without the 
co-op, our operation would be run quite 

differently, with more labor required on our end,” explained Dale. Having constant communication with 
his agronomist during the growing season helps Dale make critical decisions for his crops and the 
fertilizer and chemicals he decides to apply. He is also able to take the grain that he harvests and sell it to 
the co-op instead of storing it on his operation. 

Being involved in the agricultural industry gives Dale the chance to “promote what we do.” Dale enjoys 
being able to discuss what he does, and other farmers like him, to those in his community and those he 
meets on his travels. People are curious about how farmers keep the food supply safe and how technology 
has impacted agriculture. This past year, Winfield United approached Dale to place an Answer Plot on his 
land to test different hybrids and hold demonstrations. Dale is excited to bring students and others to 
come see what farmers do and to learn about the research 
that Winfield United does in the plot. “I see that as a way 
to introduce future careers to some students that can stay 
right here in these local communities. Careers that they 
may have never known about. That’s important to me,” 
explained Dale.  

In the late 1990s, Dale was asked to run for an Ag Valley 
board position and served a full term. After his term was 
over, he spent a couple years off the board and was then 
asked to run again and has been on ever since. “Co-ops are 
constantly changing, and I think that Ag Valley can 
continue to be a leader in the cooperative community.” 

 


